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Cycling in the Netherlands

Source: Pucher and Buehler (2008) 



  

Cycling in the Netherlands
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Dutch policy



  

Dutch policy

• Very centralized

• More decentralized over past 10 years

'central that needs to be done; local if possible'



  

Dutch policy

• Bicycle consequences:
- Central government 

*Designs main lines and basic ideas. 
*They stimulate and facilitates         
  regional and local governments

   - Local government
*Decides where and how much money is  

spent
*Designs the infrastructure



  

Dutch policy

National bicycle policy

 

-transportation and public works 

-internal affairs  

-finance 

-agriculture, nature and fishing 

-housing, spatial planning and environment



  

Dutch policy

- Increase bicycle km
- Provide safe routes and parking facilities
- Increase bicycle use for commuting

• 70 million euro in total

-25 bicycle highways

-35 bicycle parking at stations

-10 other



  

Dutch infrastructure guidelines

• Bicycle facilities separating them from motorized 
traffic are necessary 

• Crashes at intersection can be reduces by 
additional measures

• CROW (2006). Ontwerpwijzer fietsverkeer. 
Publicatie 230. CROW kenniscentrum voor 
verkeer, vervoer en infrastructuur, Ede. 



  

Dutch bicycle policy

• Fietsersbond

• Fietsberaad



  

Delft, Netherlands



  

Delft

● Population 96,000
● 15% students
● Founded in the 13th 

century
● Area 24.08 km2  (9 

miles2)



  

Delft Transport
● Train stop Amsterdam-

Rotterdam line
● Tram to The Hague
● Between two highways
● Busses
● Bicycle



  

Delft Transport

Source: Municipality of Delft, 2005 (Delft Fietst!) 



  

Delft Transport Policy
● Car use is discouraged

– Almost abandoned from city centre
– High parking fees



  

Delft Transport Policy
● Car use is discouraged

–Almost abandoned from city centre
–High parking fees

● Tries to stimulate bicycle use and local public 
transport in order to create space for necessary 
car traffic



  

Delft Bike Attitudes



  

Delft Bike Attitudes
• ‘It’s nice and easy. I consider myself a cyclist, and because in Delft 

everything is close, you are everywhere quickly by bike. By car, it is 
such a hassle.’ (woman, 25-35) 

• ‘The reason that I cycle to Rotterdam is to avoid traffic jams. And the 
exercise. During work I sit mostly, so I like to do some exercise. I also 
consider cycling as a pleasant way of traveling, it is relaxing. When you 
arrive at home, many things have disappeared in your head.’ (man, 50-
65)

• ‘I cycle just for health reasons. I work in a hospital and see too often 
the consequences of not exercising. That is the most important reason 
for me.’ (man, 50-65)



  

Delft Bike Attitudes
• ‘I like cycling to work, after having a busy day at work, you feel the wind 

on your face and you can empty your head.’ (woman 25-35)

• ‘Cycling for me is a form of relaxing. Actually, it is  effort, but I do not 
experience it like that.’ (woman, 35-50)

• ‘I cycle because of environmental reasons. Also the exercise, but I do 
enough exercise anyway, so it is not necessary. I just enjoy it to cycle 
for a while.’ (man 50-65) 



  

Delft Bike Attitudes
• ‘The only negative thing about cycling to work, is that it results in less time to 

work.’ (woman, 35-50) 

• ‘It is the cheapest way of transport. It takes a little longer than traveling by train, 
but that does not bother me.’ (man, 40-50)

• ‘I just like cycling better. You could argue that it does not take longer, but it 
does.’ (man, 50-65)

• 'If it would be 10 km, I would cycle. But that is what I consider the maximum for 
commuting.’ (woman, 30-45)

• 'It rains occasionally in the Netherlands and it is windy. And I don't like to 
prepare myself for that in the morning if I also already have to cycle.' (man  50-
65)



  

Delft Infrastructure



  

Source: Municipality of Delft, 2005 



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Bike infrastructure



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Bike infrastructure
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Bike infrastructure



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Bike infrastructure
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Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Bike infrastructure



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Bike infrastructure



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Car barriers



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Car barriers



  Bus & Bike Only



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Separation @ intersections



  

Delft Infrastructure (roads)

Intersection



  

Suggestion Lanes



  

Colored Suggestion Lanes



  

Delft Parking



  

Delft- infrastructure (parking)



  

Delft- infrastructure (parking)



  

Delft infrastructure plans

Source: Municipality of Delft, 2005 



  

Assen, Netherlands



  

Davis vs Assen
● Pop 64,938
● 27 km2 (11 sq mi)
● 2,396/km2 (6,185/mi2)

● Pop 64,320
● 27 km2 (11 sq mi)
● 2391/km2 (6193/mi2)



  

Koopmansplein Before



  

Koopmansplein After



  

Brinkstraat Before



  

Brinkstraat After



  

Markt Before



  

Markt After



  

Niewe Huizen Before



  

Niewe Huizen After



  

English Language Resources



  



  



  



  



  

Other European Cities



  

Ghent, Belgium



  



  DIY Repair Shop



  



  

Paris, France



  



  

Bus/Taxi/Bike Combo Lane



  

Copenhagen, Denmark



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Other European Information



  Favorite quote: Stop defending the bicycle. Promote the bicycle!

● Largest bike conference in Europe
● ECF + Host city
● 2009 – Brussels
● Charter of Brussels
● 2010 - Copenhagen
● We need more Americans present!



  



  



  



  



  

Stress Free Bicycling



  

Summary

Make cars inconvenient
- More public transportation

- More pedestrian space
- More bike infrastructure

Try new ideas (temp or permanent)
Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel should be 

STRESS FREE
Driver education

USE your political will to make change happen!



  



  

Thank you 
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